
  
The 6th FEI Group IX Africa Vaulting Cup (SA, 2012)  
 
0n 16-17 June 2012 the Soweto Equestrian Foundation hosted the 6th FEI Group IX Africa Vaulting 
Cup at Hollyberry Hall, a stunning new indoor venue in Maple Road, Kyalami kindly loaned by Johan 
and Tessa Roodt.  
 
Eighty-two young athletes from three Group IX countries (South Africa (57 vaulters), Mauritius (12 
vaulters), and Zambia (13 vaulters)) competed over two days, as individuals and in teams 
representing their countries. 
 
There were 10 C-grade entries (including 2 teams - one International and one from South Africa), 26 
D-grade entries (including 6 teams - Mauritius, Zambia A & B, South Africa A & B and an International 
team), and 46 E-grade entries (including 13 teams - Zambia A & B, South Africa (KZN), South Africa 
(WP), South Africa (Gauteng 7 teams), Mauritius, and an International team). 9 pairs entered the walk 
pas de deux class: this was the first time a pas de deux class was offered. Host country South Africa 
won the three team categories and Mauritius won the pas de deux class.  
 
Swiss International judge Anna Kull judged the competition and gave two excellent, well attended 
seminars for the vaulters, judges and coaches. Everyone was very grateful for her input! 
 
South African International vaulter, Jasyn Gertenbach spent the last two months coaching in Zambia, 
helping them to prepare for the event and his vaulters did him proud by winning the under-10 D-grade 
competition, having 6 well placed vaulters in the under-14 D-grade event and second and fourth 
places in the pas de deux event.  
 
Polish vaulter Amelia Ogonowska has been coaching vaulting in Mauritius for most of the last year, 
and her influence was visible, especially in the pas de deux. Mauritius has done very well, 
considering that they are desperately short of suitable horses.  
 
In South Africa, although there is good coaching in Gauteng, the other provinces do not always enjoy 
long-term international coaching, and Noordhoek (in the Western Cape) has no resident coach at all. 
In the past year Italian Sara Stopazzini and German Krisitina Boe visited South Africa to run clinics in 
Western Province, Pretoria and Midrand. The coaches for the FEI Group IX Africa Vaulting Cup were 
Nicole de Villiers, Amelia Ogonowska, Jasyn Gertenbach, Bongani Mabandla and Barbie 
Gertenbach.  
 
For many vaulters in Africa, the FEI Group IX Africa Vaulting Cup is the highlight of the vaulting 
calendar, and the atmosphere was very enthusiastic, and competitive. Vaulters enjoyed an opening 
ceremony, nations evening, and a closing prize-giving dinner. Feedback since has been exceptionally 
positive. Unfortunately, the limiting factors that meant we had only two visiting countries, were lack of 
funds in other countries, as well as lack of horses and limited access to coaching. 
The organisers of the Event would like to express their gratitude to the sponsors; Avis, Biotech, 
Equipage Insurance, Equus, FEI, HQ magazine, Kuda Insurance, Midfeeds, Mike’s Kitchen, Super 
rock Drills, TB Images, The Soweto Equestrian Foundation and Western Shoppe. Without their help 
such a fabulous competition would not have been possible.! 
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